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DDC HQ
Security
Specialist
returns from
the front lines

By Jessica Walter, APR, DDC Public Affairs

Justin Bullard returned to
work in July as a security
specialist for the Defense
Distribution Center after being
called to active duty in Balad.

Bullard was called off
the Army’s Inactive Ready
Reserve in December 2005
to serve as an Aviation
Operations Specialist
managing flight missions
throughout Iraq.

He also volunteered as
a part-time door gunner on
Blackhawk helicopters.

Part of Bullard’s mission
was to assist with the
movement of troops and
civilians by air so they could
avoid injury by explosives on
the ground.

Although he says the work
was difficult and became
dangerous at times, the job
had its advantages. “It made
me feel like I was really
helping those guys.”

Bullard’s teammates in the
Defense Logistics Agency
Enterprise Support Security
division at DDC are glad to
have him back. “Not only
is his commitment to our
mission unwavering, but he’s
also a very positive, upbeat
person — a true asset to the
team,” commended Security
Chief Sharon Heiner.

Bullard served in the Army
from 1999 to 2001 when
he took a security specialist
position in Washington, D.C.,
working for the Navy.

“Being a Soldier is a life

experience I’ll carry with me
forever,” Bullard said.
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Security Specialist Justin Bullard,
Defense Distribution Center,

was called back to active duty in
December 2005 to assist with the
movement of troops and civilians
by air so they could avoid injury by
explosives on the ground.

Security Specialist Justin Bullard,
Defense Distribution Center; in his
flight gear. Bullard was called back
to active duty in December 2005.

Defense
Distribution
Center
employee
heads back to
Iraq

By Scott Woosley, DDC Public Affairs

A Defense Distribution
Center employee who is a
member of the Maryland
National Guard, returned to
Iraq for a second deployment
in September.

Dennis Amrhein, a member of
the DDC’s Asset Accountability
Team, deployed to Iraq, this
time with the 1st Battalion, of
the 158th Cavalry Regiment of
the Maryland National Guard.

Amrhein, returned to
Iraq barely a year after

coming home in June 2006
from his first deployment
to the war-torn country.
He was an employee of
Defense Distribution Depot
Susquehanna, Pa., when he
was first deployed in 2005 for
an 18-month deployment.
Amrhein expected this
deployment to be a little different
from the previous one when
interviewed prior to deploying.
“The area that I’ll be
working in is the western part
of Baghdad,” Amrhein said.
“Last time I was in Ramadi,
Al Anbar Province, which was
considered the ‘bad lands.””
During Amrhein’s first trip
to Iraq, he was a member of a
Long Range Surveillance/Sniper
Team, which is his primary
military occupational specialty.
During that first deployment
he, and his team, were sent
out on several missions to set
up surveillance posts to gather
information. As is common in
war, situations can change with
little notice and a surveillance
mission can turn into a combat
mission. Amrhein’s actions
during that first deployment
earned him several decorations
including the Bronze Star with
Valor, the Combat Infantryman
Badge and the Army
Commendation Medal.

Staff Sgt. Dennis Amrhein, an employee

of the Defense Distribution Center Asset
Accountablity Team, in Al Anbar province
in Iraq Aug. 8, 2005. Amrhein returned to
Iraq for a second deployment in September
with the 158th Cavalry Regiment of the
Maryland National Guard.

He didn’t believe he would
see the same kind of action
during this deployment. While
he did expect to see combat, he
expected to spend more time
in vehicles since he deployed
with a cavalry unit.

“I believe this mission will
include more mounted combat
patrols in Humvees,” he said.

Despite the obvious
hardships he knew he would
endure while in Iraq, Amrhein
thinks deployments are just
as hard on the families who
remain behind.

“It is important to recognize
the families of service
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Staff Sgt. Dennis Amrhein sites in with an M24 sniper rifle while in Iraq in January
of 2006. He returned to Iraq for a second deployment in September with the 158th
Cavalry Regiment of the Maryland National Guard.
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members who take care of the
important, day-to-day (stuff) on
the home front,” Amrhein said.
“I can’t praise my wife Sherry
enough. She handles things so
well and that allows me to stay
focused on my mission.”

DDAA’s Turner
named DDC
Employee of
the Quarter

Defense Distribution Depot
Anniston, Ala., Material
Examiner and Identifier Renna
Turner was named Defense
Distribution Center Employee
of the Quarter, third quarter,
fiscal year 2007.

“Renna is a US Air Force
veteran, and she has brought
her knowledge and skill of
the logistics field with her,”
said John Strickland, DDAA
Distribution Process Worker
Supervisor. “Everyday, she is
constantly seeking knowledge
and a complete desire for
mission accomplishment. I can
give her an assignment and
without question, she jumps
right on it. [ have yet to hear
her complain about anything.”

Turner comes to work ready
for mission accomplishment,
Strickland said. She works hard
every day. Recently Turner
exceeded Strickland’s goal
on container unloading and
content identification.

“Renna Turner is an asset
and a vital employee of this
organization, DDAA, and
DLA as a whole,” Strickland
said. “She believes in the DLA
mission and I have no doubt
that she will excel in her future
with DDAA.”

Fritz selected as DLA Employee
of the Quarter

“Laura has been working on
two complex projects during this

nomination period and her performance

has been superb,” said James
McCormack, Defense Distribution
Center Logistics
Operations
Support
Operations
Branch Chief.
She has been
instrumental

in developing

the overarching
Concept of
Operation for the
Joint Regional
Inventory
Material
Management
program, or
JRIMM, and she
has help develop
critical initiatives
associated with
the DDC’s
Pacific Command
assessment.

Since taking
over as the DDC
lead for JRIMM in early April, Fritz
has been diligently working with DLA
staff, the services, and internal DDC
personnel to clearly define distribution
facility and information technology
requirements to posture DDC for

success when JRIMM rolls out in fiscal

year 2008.

Fritz has played a major role in
developing the overarching JRIMM
concept of operations, McCormack
said. She continues to orchestrate
requirements for the staff and
distribution facilities to include stock
positioning, policy, transportation, and

Laura Fritz of the Defense Distribution Center s Logistics
Operations Division.

information operations to ensure DDC
as an organization is aware of JRIMM
requirements.

Fritz has also been a valuable
member of the Pacific Command
assessment team.
She analyzed
the distribution
processes used
in the Pacific
with the intent
of improving the
efficiency and
effectiveness
where possible.

She recently
completed work
that established
a Theater
Consolidation
and Shipping
Point at DDC’s
distribution center
in Korea, Defense

Korea, which
will support the
war fighter by
streamlining how
air pallets and
containers are routed and processed in
the Korean theater.

According to McCormack, Fritz
possesses a professional work ethic
and an easygoing personality that has
enabled her to effectively interact
with peers, supervisors, DLA staff,
and customers as she coordinates the
planning for these projects.

Fritz’s dedication to duty, and
attention to detail have allowed
operational managers to focus on
operational mission issues and feel
confident that the planning for these
initiatives will be properly conducted.
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