The Warfighter

DDJC’s Averitt finder of lost duffles

By Annette Silva, DDJC Command Affairs

SSG Lloyd Shellenberger, USA, is feeling a whole lot better since Defense
Distribution Depot San Joaquin, Calif.’s (DDJC) Art Averitt, a materials handler
in Bin Receiving, found his duffle bag. The bag was stuffed full of uniforms and
field gear such as a Kevlar helmet, canteen, compass, ammo pouch, and a first aid
kit.

The Army reservists had shipped his duffle bag to his San Diego home from

: Florida in November. It had been lost ever since.

Woodworker Doug Clayton secures the top frame. Averitt found the bag in a box of undeliverable items that a carrier brought to

needed to complete the mission.” DDAG’s DDIJC.

process improvements have resulted in an 80 “I looked through the duffle bag and noticed he was in my same unit, the 63rd
percent reduction in the time needed for the base ARCOM (Army Reserve Command),” said Averitt, who recently retired from the
building procedure alone. reserve unit after 21 years.

MSgt Brooks cites a highly motivated group Averitt got on the phone to his old unit to find an address for the Staff Sergeant.
as the source of DDAG’s success in supporting “He thanked me for getting it to him,” said Averitt. “He was getting ready to
the armor kit mission. “The employees are pay for losing his equipment.” Averitt estimates the cost would run around $500.
eager to take on the task and they demonstrate When the DDJC Commander, COL Doug Serrano, USA, heard the news, he
incomparable team spirit, pulling together to get promptly awarded Averitt one of his commander’s coins.
the project done.”

To meet customer requirements, DDAG
expects to have 2,700 armor kit crates completed
before Thanksgiving.

“Do you know what DDAG stands for?
Dependable, decisive, adequate, and genuine.
That’s what DDAG stands for,” said MSgt
Brooks. “And we’re proud of it!”

Distribution Process Workers Willie Williams (left) and Ken
Fry put bolts in the base of the crate.

DDJC materials handler Art Averitt.
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Supply Technicians Althea Williams (left) and Nelia Davis
assemble the skid bottom.
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