The Warfighter

DDPW sends lumber to Kuwait to support the

By Jessica Walter, DDC Command Affairs

War on Terror

Defense Distribution Depot Puget Sound, Wash. (DDPW), Distribution Process

DDAG loads more
than a mile worth
of railcars with
heavy equipment
destined for Iraq

By Jessica Walter, DDC Command Affairs

In June, employees from the Defense
Distribution Depot Albany, Ga. (DDAG),
loaded 262 large military vehicles onto
railcars and flatbed trucks for forward
movement to Warfighters in Iraq to
replace battle worn equipment.

Sending new, rebuilt and upgraded
equipment to Iraq is phase one of the
Marine Corps’ principle end item
rotation plan. “Heavy equipment like
this - HMMW Vs, Light Armored
Vehicles, Amphibious Assault Vehicles
— really takes a beating in the war
zone and extensive repair just isn’t
possible in the field,” explained DDAG
Commander Maj Kent Wheeler, USMC.

Nearly 70 rail cars and 23 trucks were
needed to ship the equipment to the
Sea Port of Goose Creek, S.C., where it
was loaded onto ships and transported
to Iraq. “Our mission wasn’t complete

when the train and trucks left,” Maj
Wheeler said. “We continued to
provide support to the Marine Corps
by closely monitoring the movement of
the trucks and railcars to the sea port to
ensure the entire shipment arrived prior
to the ship loading date.”

DDPW shipped more than 100 sea vans of lumber to Kuwait to support the War on
Worker Team Lead Steve Sorgenfrei loads a sea van containing lumber destined for Terror.
Warfighters in Kuwait onto a truck. The truck will deliver the container to the Port

of Seattle where a waiting container ship will transport the shipment to Kuwait.

By using the newly upgraded rail
system on DDAG’s host installation,
Marine Corps Logistics Base Albany,
it is estimated that DDAG saved the
Marine Corps nearly $100,000 in
shipment costs. “It would have taken
about 240 flatbed trucks to transport such

DDAG’s Douglas Clayton and Leon Odom inspect the chains used to secure the Amphibious.
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